
The Scope of the Imperative and non-Muslim Responsibility to 

Sharīʿa Duties

Whether or not non-Muslims are subject to Sharīʿa responsibilities has been treated 
in various contexts in works of uṣul al-fiqh and fiqh. Across schools of thought the 
prevalent view has been that non-Muslim are indeed subject to sharia responsibilities 
before God. This position is endorsed by Imāmī Shīʿa legal theorists such as Sharīf al-
Murtaḍā (d. 436/1044), Shaykh al-Ṭūsī (d. 460/1067), and ʿAllāma al-Ḥillī (d. 460/1067). 
Each of these considered the question within the context of the linguistic discussions 
of uṣul al-fiqh framed within enquiries regarding the scope of the imperative. Does 
the imperative include the non-Muslim and the slave as it includes the Muslim and 
the free person? This paper will examine how this position has been nuanced by some 
modern Shīʿī Uṣūlī’s, in response to an Akhbārī rejections of the prevalent view, by 
distinguishing between universal moral responsibilities applicable to all and particular 
Sharīʿa addresses only incumbent upon believers. The paper will further point to some 
contemporary implications of this distinction for our understanding of the nature and 
practice of Sharīʿa in plural contexts. 
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