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It is no exaggeration to say that faith plays a, or perhaps the central role in the
Quran when characterizinghuman’s optimal response to God. Thereis, however, a
central feature of faith, namely, the fact that it is not under one’s voluntary control
that renders its role in the God-human relationship puzzling and mysterious.
The idea is that, at first glance, religious faith does not appear to be something
that can be gained voluntarily. Nevertheless, it is represented in the Quran as a
standard that must be attained by individuals, whose achievement is regarded as
commendable and whose absence is blameworthy. In certain verses, people are
required to attain faith just as they are required to give to charity. But how are we
expected to acquire faith when entering such a stateis not underourdirect control,
like giving to charity? To deal with this question, we need, however, to discuss a
number of related issues at the heart of this debate, such as an investigation of the
concept of faith and a description of doxastic freedom and agency. In this article, |
shall suggest two distinct solutions to the puzzle of obligatory faith depending on
whether or not ‘belief’ is taken to stand for the cognitive aspect of faith. One, less
basic, derivesits plausibility from the plausibility of a specific analysis of faith, and
soitsfate verymuch dependsonwhetherthe analysesin question could withstand
critical scrutiny. However, the second, more fundamental solutionisan outgrowth
ofthe largerdiscussion of whetherepistemic normsare hypothetical or categorical
in nature. To explain, | begin by providing an account of doxastic freedom to
show why the involuntary nature of belief poses no threat to epistemic agency.
This also addresses the question of whether epistemic reasons are categorical
and binding. Finally, | briefly discuss how the Quranic perspective on faith
acquisition can be made sense of in light of the conceptual framework provided.
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