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The documentary record suggests that in the history of Islamic legal literature,
members of the Shafi' T legal school were particularly influential. The Risalah of
al-Shafi*1(d. 204/820) was widely considered to have inaugurated the genre of
usul al-figh. Among the biographical dictionaries devoted tabagat al-fugaha’
“generational classes of jurists,” that of Abu Ishaq al-Shirazi (d. 476/1083) takes
pride of place. The earliest and most influential works on gawa “id “legal max-
ims” include those of "1zz al-Din b. “Abd al-Salam (d. 660/1262). Yet close ex-
amination of the sources, particularly for the early Islamic centuries, suggests
that the appearance of the Shafi'1 innovation and may be due more to the
Shafi'1s’ better record in preserving the work of their Shafi* 1 predecessors than
to their actual dominance of the fields in question, and that jurists of the Hanaf1
school were more important than has been realized. It is often not stressed
that al-Shafi 1 is held to have copied all the works of al-Shaybani in Baghdad
before he ended up in Egypt and that his major work, Kitab al-Umm or Kitab
al-Mabsdt, may have been to a large degree, a response to al-Shaybant’s elab-
oration of the law. Particularly because the Risalah differs radically in formal
terms from later manuals of usdl al-figh, several scholars have cast doubt on this
work’s supposed role in the creation of the genre (Hallag 1987) and suggested
that the Hanafis and Mu " tazilis played a greaterrole in it than has been realized.
Indeed, it looks as though the Hanafis may have suppressed the work of their
early predecessors because it adopted what became unpopular positions, such
as the acceptance of ra’y as one of the sources of jurisprudence or the rejection
of most of the hadith corpus (Stewart 2002, 2004). The present paper examines
the early genre of ahkam al-Quran , works devoted to the identification of the
Qur’anic verses that serve as the basis for legal elaboration, drawing on the
Fihrist of Ibn al-Nadim (d. 380/990), Ahkam al-Quran of al-Jassas (d. 370/980),
one of the earliest extant exemplars of the genre, and other accounts preserved
in the biographical literature, especially in Tabagat al-Shafi‘iyyah al-kubra by
Taj al-Din al-Subki (d. 771/1370). It will be suggested that the Hanafis played a
prominent role in the history of this genre in the early Islamic centuries as well.
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