
Biblical Law, the Decree of the Apostles, and the 
Qur’an

Summarizing recent scholarship, this presentation considers the ways in 

which the Quran deals with the heritage of “Biblical Law,” defined as those 

legal practices originating in the Bible that late antique Jews and Christians 

transformed and expanded throughout Late Antiquity. Of special importance 

are the laws which the Hebrew Bible promulgates for the non-Israelite residents 

of the Holy Land, the so-called “gerim,” which laid the legal groundwork also for 

aspects of Jewish and especially for Christian interpretation of Biblical law. In the 

form of the “Noahide Laws” and the “Decree of the Apostles,” these laws shaped 

both rabbinic and especially Christian legal discourse, and in turn constitute the 

point of departure also for central tenets of qur’anic law.
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