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There is a small but growing number of cultural outputs with sympathetic, non-judge-
mental portrayals of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, and queer (LGBTQ) Muslims. These
include plays, films, TV shows, and fiction and non-fiction writings produced by LGBTQ
Muslims as well as non-LGBTQ-identifying Muslims who advocate interpretations of
Islam that are often labelled “inclusive”, “liberal’, or “progressive”. These outputs are
emerging in national contexts where Muslims constitute the majority as well as where
they are a minority. They are produced amidst dominant interpretations of Islam that
consider homosexuality and/or transgender expression grievous sins or transgressions,
including by Muslim state authorities that stigmatise and criminalise LGBTQ expres-
sions and pro-LGBTQ activism. Orientalist and Western stereotypes — including cri-
tiques of these — also continue to sustain a “clash of civilisations” rhetoric about the re-
lationship between Islam and LGBTQ issues. This “clash” rhetoric has effectively turned
“LGBTQ” into an intensely polemical acronym and obscures the nuances of cultural
outputs that explore Islam and sexual diversity. This paper aims to provide a slightly
different perspective on the idea of the so-called LGBTQ phenomenon as embodying a
so-called clash between Islam and the West or its cognates — liberalism and secularism.
It examines recent cultural outputs on Islam and sexual diversity as examples of lived
religious innovation amongst Muslims enabled and constrained by neoliberalism and
neo-colonialism. I draw upon more than a decade of participant observation and aca-
demic research on Islam and sexual diversity in Malaysia and Britain.
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