
Digital Crossings: Navigating Muslim Identity Negotiations 

in Transnational Marriages Initiated Online

In the contemporary landscape of Muslim Societal Engagement with Gender and 

Sexuality, this presentation explores the intricate dynamics of Muslim identity 

negotiation within transnational marriages that originated online. Focusing on the 

experiences of individuals who emigrated to be with their spouses after establishing 

connections through digital platforms, the study delves into the multifaceted ways 

partners navigate their Muslim identities in the aftermath of this significant life 
transition.

 

The research employs a sociological lens to investigate the complexities arising from 

the intersection of online matchmaking, migration, and the negotiation of religious 

identities. Through qualitative interviews with individuals who have undergone this 

journey, the study aims to unravel the diverse narratives that emerge when partners 

from distinct cultural and geographical backgrounds come together, drawing attention 

to the nuanced negotiations of Islamic practices, beliefs, and cultural norms.

 

Central themes to be explored include the impact of the online environment on the 

formation of initial connections, the negotiation of religious and cultural expectations 

within the context of transnational marriages, and the role of digital platforms in 

shaping the construction of Muslim identities in new geographical settings.

 

By shedding light on these narratives, this presentation contributes to a deeper 

understanding of the evolving dynamics of Muslim identity in the context of 

transnational relationships initiated online. It seeks to uncover the challenges faced, 

adaptive strategies employed, and the broader implications for notions of Muslim 

identity and societal engagement in an increasingly interconnected world. The research 

refrains from theological or jurisprudential discussions, aligning with the sociological 

focus of the workshop while exploring the lived experiences of individuals navigating 

the intricate intersection of online matchmaking and transnational migration.
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