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This paper focuses on blogs as sites where new Muslim feminist approaches are
being explored and developed, arguing that online spaces such as blogs often serve as
particularly fruitful platforms for Muslim feminist work to take place. More specifically,
it examines how queer issues are discussed on four blogs based in Canada and the
United States. All four bloggers identify as Muslims, and all have frequently referred
to canonical religious texts on a number of issues, from using hadiths to argue against
excluding women from mosque spaces to re-reading contentious passages of the Qur'an
to argue in favour of gender equality. And yet, in the writing about queer issues on all
four of these blogs, re-readings of Qur'an or hadith are almost never the main focus,
although never are they rejected either. Instead, the writers rely most heavily on a range
of other strategies, including the use of personal testimony and appeals to principles of
compassion, and justice, and personal integrity, in order to affirm queer sexualities and
to denounce homophobia. In doing so, they find other ways of locating their perspectives
within Islamic traditions and values. Importantly, these strategies also point to the gaps
that exist in many of the discussions about sexual diversity within Muslim communities,
which often centre on the legal permissibility of particular acts and entirely omit many
of the other personal, relational, and societal dimensions of the issues. I argue that the
examples provided by these blogs reflect a productive broadening of conversations about
gender and sexual diversity among Muslims, and point to more expansive possibilities
for what it means to bring an Islamic perspective to such conversations.
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