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21. The Prophets

ʿAyyāshī reported with his chain of transmission, from al-Fatḥ b. Yazīd al -
Jurjānī who said, ‘I said to Abū al-Ḥasan al-Riḍā عليه, “May I be your  ransom 

– does the ever-Existing One, Glory be to Him, know how something non -
existent would have been if it were to exist?”

He replied, “Woe betide you! Your query is not difficult. Have you not 
read His statement, Mighty and Exalted: ﴾ If there had been in the heav-
ens or earth any gods but Him, both heavens and earth would be in ruins ﴿ 
and: ﴾ each god would have taken his creation aside and tried to overcome the 
 others. ﴿(23:91) He indeed knows about that which has never existed and will 
never exist, and how it would have been were it to have existed.” He also said, 

“He relays the statement of the miserable people: ﴾ When death comes to one 
of them, he cries, ‘My Lord, let me return so as to make amends for the things I 
neglected.’ Never! This will not go beyond his words ﴿(23:99–100) and: ﴾ Even if 
they were brought back, they would only return to the very thing that was for-
bidden to them– they are such liars! ﴿(6:28) So He knows full well how that 
which is non-existent would have been, for he is the all-Seeing, all-Hearing, 
all-Aware and Omniscient.”’ [21:22]

Abū ʿAmr al-Kashshī reported from Muḥammad b. Masʿūd saying, ‘Isḥāq b. 
Muḥammad al-Baṣrī1 narrated to me saying, “ʿAbd Allāh b. Qāsim narrated 
to me from Khālid al-Jawwān2 who said, ‘Mufaḍḍal b. ʿUmar, some of our 
companions, and I were in Medina and had been discussing about God’s 
Lordship. So we said, “Let us go to Abū ʿAbd Allāh’s house so that we can ask 

 1 Isḥāq b. Muḥammad al-Baṣrī, a companion of the ninth Imam accused of extreme beliefs 
(ghuluww). See Ḥillī, Khulāṣat al-aqwāl, 318 (nr. 1246).

 2 Khālid al-Jawwān, associate of Imam ʿAlī b. Mūsā al-Riḍā. His reliability as a narrator is not 
firmly established. See Ḥillī, Khulāṣat al-aqwāl, 137 (nr. 370).
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him.”’ He continued, ‘So we stood by the door, and he came out to us saying: 
﴾ No! They are only His honoured servants: they do not speak before He speaks 
and they act by His command. ﴿’’ [21:26–27]

ʿAyyāshī reported with his chain of transmission, from al-Ḥusayn b. ʿAlwān3 
who said, ‘Abū ʿAbd Allāh عليه was asked about the taste of water, so he re-
plied, “Ask to comprehend and not for the sake of challenging. The taste of 
water is the taste of life. God – Glory be to Him – says: ﴾ We made every liv-
ing thing from water ﴿”’ [21:30]

ʿAyyāshī reported with his chain of transmission, from al-Aṣbagh b. Nubāta 
that ʿAlī عليه passed by a group of people playing chess, so he said, ‘﴾ What 
are these images to which you are so devoted? ﴿ You have indeed disobeyed 
God and His Messenger.”’ [21:52]

 3 Al-Ḥusayn b. ʿAlwān, a reliable Sunnī narrator of Imam Jaʿfar al-Ṣādiq’s traditions. See 
Khūʾī, Muʿjam, 7:34–7 (nr. 3507).

3.

4.
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