The Opening



1. The Opening'

From al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Hamza al-Bata’ini® from his father who re-
ported that Aba ‘Abd Allah °%! said, “The Greatest Name of God (al-ism al-
a‘zam) is a syllable within the Mother of the Book®’

From Muhammad b. Sinan [who reported] from Abu al-Hasan Misa b. Ja‘-
far &= from his father who asked Aba Hanifa, “‘Which is the chapter of the
Qur’an whose beginning is praise of God, whose middle a declaration of
exclusive worship, and whose end is a supplication?” He was perplexed at
this and admitted he did not know. So Aba ‘Abd Allah #%' said, “The chap-
ter whose beginning is praise, whose middle is a declaration of exclusive
worship, and whose end is a supplication is the Chapter of Praise (sirat al-
hamd).

From Yanus b. ‘Abd al-Rahman* from whoever cited this without giving a
source, saying, ‘I asked Abt ‘Abd Allah P& about the verse: ¢ We have given

1 Also known as the Chapter of Praise (sirat al-hamd).

2 His full name is Abia Muhammad al-Hasan b. ‘Ali b. Abi Hamza (=Salim) al-Bata’ini, an ad-
herent of the Wagqifi sect whose followers considered the fifth Imam Muhammad al-Baqir
to have been raised by God only to return in the future as the promised Mahdi. Kishshi de-
scribes him as a cursed liar (kadhdhab malvin). See Hilli, Khuldsat, 334 (no. 1320); Modar-
ressi, Tradition and Survival, 250—4 (nr. 81).

3 'The Arabic phrase used here is umm al-kitab, literally ‘mother of the Scripture’. It appears
in the Qur’an at 3:7 and is interpreted by Muslim exegetes as a reference to the first chapter
of the Qur’an (i.e. sirat al-fatiha).

4 Abi Muhammad Yainus b. ‘Abd al-Rahman (d. 208/823-4), the client of ‘Ali b. Yaqtin, was
a prominent figure of the Shi‘f community in his day and a transmitter of the eighth Imam’s
traditions. He is reported to have been especially praised for his knowledge by Imam ‘Ali
b. Miisa al-Rida and enstrusted by him with endowment monies on behalf of the Muslim
community. He is regarded as one of the major transmitters (ruwat) of the Imams’ tradi-
tions and an individual about whom the Shi‘1 tradition records a statement from the eighth
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1. THE OPENING

you the seven oft-repeated verses and the whole glorious Qur’an. $(5:87) He
replied, “This refers to the Chapter of Praise (sirat al-hamd) which con-
tains seven verses, and 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of
Mercy % is a part of it. It has been named ‘oft-repeated’ because it is recited
in the first two units of every prayer.”’

From Abu Hamza, from Abu Ja‘far #%' who said, ‘They have stolen the most
valuable verse of God’s Scripture: 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy,
the Giver of Mercy. %

From Safwan al-Jammal® who narrated, ‘Abu ‘Abd Allah %' said, ‘Every
single Divine Scripture that God has revealed from above contains 4 In the
name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy % as its opening. Indeed
the end of a previous chapter was marked by the revelation of 4 In the name
of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy ¢ signalling the beginning of
the next chapter’

From Abu Hamza, from Abua Ja‘far %' who narrated, “The Messenger of
God % used to recite 4In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giv-
er of Mercy ¥ loudly, raising his voice. When the polytheists would hear
it they would turn their backs to him, so God revealed: ¢ When you men-
tion your Lord in the Qur’an, and Him alone, they turn their backs and run
away. »’(17:46)

From al-Hasan b. Khurrazad from Abu ‘Abd Allah %" that he said, “‘When a
man stands to lead the community in prayer, a devil comes to the devil that
is attached to the imam, and says to him, ‘Did he remember God?’ [i.e: did
he say 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy #?] If he
replies ‘yes’ the devil runs away. If not, then he climbs onto the imam’s neck,
dangling his legs onto his chest, such that it’s actually the devil leading the
people until they finish their prayers.

Imam in which he is promised a place in paradise. See Hilli, Khuldsat al-aqwal, 296-7
(nr. 1103); Kh'l, Mujam, 21: 209-33 (nr. 13863).

5 Abu Muhammad Safwan b. Mihran b. al-Mughira al-Asadi, Kufan in origin, is regarded a
reliable (¢higa) narrator. See Hilli, Khulasat al-aqwal, 171 (nr. 501); Modarressi, Tradition
and Survival, 365 (nr. 181).
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10.

11.

12.

1. THE OPENING

From ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Umar, from Aba ‘Abd Allah #%" who said, ‘Iblis (Sa-
tan) let out a groan on four occasions - the first on the day he was cursed;
the second when he was demoted to earth; then when Muhammad % was
sent down as a messenger a while after other prophets; and lastly when the
cornerstone of the Scripture - the opening chapter of the Qur’an was re-
vealed. He let out a sigh of satisfaction twice - when Adam %" ate from the
tree and when he managed to get Adam demoted to earth.” He said, ‘He was
cursed for doing that.

From Isma‘il b. Aban who, without mentioning his source, cited the
Prophet 5. He said, “The Messenger of God % said to Jabir b. ‘Abd Allah,
“Jabir, shall I teach you the best chapter that God has revealed in His Scrip-
ture?” Jabir replied, “Of course — may my father and mother be your ransom,
O Messenger of God, teach it to me.” So he taught him the Praise (sirat al-
hamd) - the cornerstone of the Scripture. Then he asked him, “Jabir, shall I
tell you more about it?” He replied, “Of course — may my father and mother
be your ransom, please tell me.” So he said, “It is a cure for every ailment
save poison, i.e. death.”

From Salama b. Muhriz who narrated, ‘T heard Aba ‘Abd Allah %" say, “He
who is not given relief by the Chapter of Praise will not be relieved by any-

»>

thing else.

From Abu Bakr al-Hadrami® who narrated, ‘Aba ‘Abd Allah &% said, “When
you have a particular need, read the oft-repeated verses and another chapter
of the Qur’an, and perform two units of prayer then supplicate God.” I said,
“May God make you prosper — what are the oft-repeated verses?” He replied,
“The Chapter of the Opening (sirat al-fatiha): 4 In the name of God, the Lord
of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy. Praise belongs to God, Lord of the worlds &’

From Tsa b. ‘Abd Allah, on his father’s authority, on his grandfather’s au-
thority from ‘Ali P& that he came to know of a group of people who were

6 Abu Bakr ‘Abd Allah b. Muhammad al-Hadrami, about whom there is scant informa-
tion. He is reported to have been involved in a famous debate with Zayd b. ‘Ali. See Hilli,
Khulasat, 200 (nr. 621).
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

1. THE OPENING

leaving out 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy %, so
he said, “This is a verse from God’s Scripture and Shaytan has made you for-
getit’

From Isma‘l b. Mihran who narrated, ‘Abu al-Hasan al-Rida ~%' said, “In-
deed, 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy ¢ is closer
to the Greatest Name of God than the iris is to the sclera in the eye.”

From Sulayman al-Ja‘fari” who narrated, ‘I heard Abu al-Hasan [i.e. al-
Rida %] say, “When any of you approaches his wife, let there be caressing
beforehand for that will soften her heart and take away any resentment in
her. And when he is ready to have his need fulfilled, he should say 4 In the
name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy & three times, then any
other verse of the Qur’an that comes to his mind, if he can. If not, then say-
ing 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy % is enough.”
A man in the gathering asked him, “So if he recites 4 In the name of God, the
Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy % it will really be enough for him?” He re-
torted, “And is there any verse more honourable in God’s Book than 4 In the
name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy 27’

From al-Hasan b. Khurrazad who narrated, ‘I wrote to al-Sadiq #%" to ask
about the meaning of ‘God,” to which he replied, “He has absolute authority

>

over the tiniest as well as the greatest of all things.”

From Khalid b. al-Mukhtar who narrated, ‘I heard Ja‘far b. Muhammad &%
exclaim, “What is wrong with them? May God combat them - they have a
vendetta against the greatest verse in God’s Book and claim that it is an in-
novation when it has been made so clear to them. It is: 4 In the name of God,
the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy. &

From Muhammad b. Muslim who narrated, ‘T asked Abu ‘Abd Allah %'
about God’s verse: ¢ We have given you the seven ofi-repeated verses and the

7  Abi Muhammad Sulayman b. Ja‘far b. Ibrahim b. Muhammad b. “‘Ali b. ‘Abd Allah b. Ja‘far
al-Tayyar al-Talibi al-Ja‘far], a reliable (¢higa) narrator of traditions from the eighth Imam
‘Ali b. Masa al-Rida. See Hilli, Khulasat al-aquwal, 154 (nr. 446).
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18.

19.

20.

21.

1. THE OPENING

whole glorious Quran. $*5:87) So he replied, “It refers to the Opening of the

Qur’an (surat al-fatiha), which is often recited.” He continued, “The Mes-
senger of God 4% said, ‘God has gifted me with the Opening from the treas-
ures of Paradise. Within it is: 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the

Giver of Mercy ¥, regarding which He says: ¢ When you mention your Lord

in the Qur'an, and Him alone, they turn their backs and run away. %(7:46)

Then: 4 Praise belongs to God, Lord of the worlds ¢ — this will be the excla-
mation of the people of Paradise in expressing thanks to God for their good

reward. ¢ Master of the Day of Judgement % — Jibra’l said that no sooner does

a Muslim affirm this than God and the inhabitants of the heavens attest to

his sincerity. 4 It is You we worship % — the exclusivity of His worship; 4 It is

You we ask for help & - this is the best way that the servants can ask for their
needs. 4 Guide us to the straight path: the path of those You have blessed & —
the path of the prophets. They are the ones whom God has blessed; 4 not of
those who incur anger & — the Jews; 4 nor those who have gone astray & - the

Christians.”

From ‘Abd Allah b. Sinan, from Aba ‘Abd Allah ~%" regarding the interpre-
tation of: 4 In the name of God, the Lord of Mercy, the Giver of Mercy &. He
said, “The letter ba’ stands for God’s magnificence (baha’), the sin stands for
God’s splendour (sana’), and the mim stands for God’s majesty (majd).

Others have narrated on his authority, adding that mim stands for God’s
kingdom (mulk); ‘God’ being the God of all creatures; ‘al-Rahman’ - Lord
of Mercy, in that He is merciful to the whole world, and ‘al-Rahim’ - Giver

of extra mercy particularly to the believers.

Others have also narrated this on his authority, and God is the God of
everything.

From Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Halabi®, from Aba ‘Abd Allah #%', that he used
to recite — 4 Master of the Day of Judgement & (maliki yawm al-din).

8 Abi Ja‘far Muhammad b. ‘Ali b. Abi Shu‘ba al-Halabi (d. before 148/765) was a noteworthy
companion of the fifth and sixth Imams and the brother of ‘Ubayd Allah b. ‘Ali, Imran b.
‘Al and ‘Abd al-A‘1a, all of whom are deemed reliable and trustworthy narrators according
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22.

23.

24.

1. THE OPENING

From Dawiud b. Farqad who narrated, ‘T heard Abu ‘Abd Allah #&%' recite
4 Sovereign of the Day of Judgement % (maliki yawm al-din) countlessly.

From al-Zuhri who narrated, “Ali b. al-Husayn 4 said, ‘If everything from
the east to the west were to die, I would not feel alone if the Qur’an was with
me. When he used to recite ¢ Master of the Day of Judgement &, he used to
repeat it continuously as if he was on the verge of death.

From al-Hasan b. Muhammad al-Jammal®, from one of our associates who
said, “Abd al-Malik b. Marwan' sent a message to the governor of Medina,
asking him to bring Muhammad b. ‘Al1 b. al-Husayn %", without provok-
ing him or alarming him, and to fulfil any needs that he had. This was be-
cause a man from among the Qadariyya' had come to ‘Abd al-Malik, and all
the people of Sham had gathered to debate with him, but he had defeated
them all. So he said that there is one last resort and that is Muhammad b.
‘Ali %!. So he wrote to the governor of Medina to bring Muhammad b. ‘Ali
to him, so the governor took his letter to him, and the Imam said to him, “I
am an old man now and am not healthy enough to travel. Here is my son
Jafar %' — he can go instead of me,” and he sent him off. When he
approached the Umayyad caliph, he scorned him % because of his youth-
ful age, and was averse to the idea of a debate between him and the Qadar1
lest the latter should defeat him. Word got around, and people in Sham soon
came to know that Ja‘far &% had come to debate with the Qadari. The next

to Shi1 tradition. See Hilli, Khuldsat al-aqwal, 243 (nr. 829); Modarressi, Tradition and
Survival, 337-8 (nr. 147).

9 Some manuscripts have it on the authority of al-Husayn b. Muhammad al-Jammal instead,
which appears more likely.

10 ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan (r. 685-705) was the fifth Umayyad Caliph.

11 The Qadariyya or Qadarites were a theological branch of the early Mu‘tazila whose follow-
ers denied God’s predetermination of human actions, instead believing that all humans
are free to act however they please. Their origins are supposedly traced back to Ma‘bad b.
‘Abd Allah al-Juhani (d. 80/699) of Basra and Ghaylan b. Muslim al-Dimishqi (d. 105/723):
the former an associate and student (possibly) of al-Hasan al-Basri while the latter was a
contemporary of the Umayyad Caliphs Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik (r. 105-125/724-743) and
‘Umar b. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (r. 95-98/717-720). Generally regarded as a heretical movement,
the Qadariyya are condemned in a tradition attributed to the Prophet in which he states:
“The Qadariyya are the majis of this umma.” See sv. “Kadariyya,” Encyclopaedia of Islam,
Second Edition, iv, 368a (J v. Ess).
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25.

26.

27.

2.8.

1. THE OPENING

day, people gathered to watch the debate, and the Umayyad caliph said to
Abi ‘Abd Allah P!, “This Qadart’s argument has thwarted us all. That is why
I wrote to you, to bring you two together, for he has not left anyone here
undefeated.” He replied, “God suffices us.” So when they had all gathered to-
gether, the Qadari said to Abu ‘Abd Allah, “Ask me whatever you want.” He
replied, “Recite the Opening Chapter of the Qur’an.” So he recited it. The
Umayyad - and I was with him - exclaimed, “What has the Opening Chap-
ter got against us? To God we belong, and to Him we will return!” So the
Qadari started to recite the Opening until he reached God’s verse: 4 It is You
we worship, and it is You we ask for help. & At this point, Ja‘far #%" told him
to stop, and said, “Who do you seek help from? Moreover why would you
need provision, since the matter is in your own control?” The infidel was left
dumbstruck. God does not guide people who are unjust.’

From Dawud b. Farqad, from Abu ‘Abd Allah %', who said, ¢ Guide us to the
straight path ¥ refers to ‘Ali b. Abi Talib - may God’s blessings be upon him.”’

Muhammad b. ‘Ali al-Halabi narrated, ‘T have heard him reciting 4 Guide us
to the straight path & a countless number of times when I am praying behind

>

him.

From Mu‘awiya b. Wahb who narrated, ‘T asked Abi ‘Abd Allah #%" about
God’s verse: #not of those who incur anger, nor of those who have gone
astray. # He replied, “They are the Jews and the Christians.”

From a man who narrated it from Ibn Abi ‘Umayr who, without mentioning
his source, cited an Imam %" as having said about the verse: 4 not of those
who incur anger, nor of those who have gone astray. ¥'* ‘Those who incur an-
ger are [ Abt Bakr, ‘Umar and ‘Uthman] and the nasibis,"” and the ones who
are astray are the skeptics who do not acknowledge the Imam.

12 In this particular narration, a variant reading of the verse is quoted: ghayr al-dallin instead
of wa-la I-dallin, which is a very rare reading of the script transmitted on the authority of
‘Umar b. al-Khattab and some of the Imams.

13 The word ndasibi (pl. nussab) is a pejorative term frequently encountered in Shi1 literature
to refer to the enemies of the Household of the Prophet and their followers.
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