
Qurʾān, Mysticism (ʿirfān) and Proof (burhān): Ḥasanzāda Āmulī and 
Hermeneutical Confluence in Qurʾānic Exegesis

Sufi and philosophical epistemology, often to the irritation of more traditionally 
minded scholars, advocate the use of the heart and intellect as the most important 
tools with which to understand the reality of scripture. While the Qurʾān for Muslim 
mystics and philosophers is undoubtedly of divine origin, that does not mean that the 
certainty achieved through the human endeavours of proof and unveiling are divergent 
from its message. Rather, correspondence in the realisation of the Truth further attests 
the reality of scripture, opens pathways to understand its depth, and thereby creatively 
elucidate another perspective on Qurʾānic exegesis. Thought and unveiling have a 
role in giving meaning to the Qurʾān, which is not the exclusive remit of transmission 
(naql). Indeed, the probative value of certainty is such that scriptural exegesis is 
corroborative, and the hermeneutical ambiguity of scriptural analysis is officiated 
by recourse to what is certain. With the pecking order of jurisprudential endeavour 
(ijtihād) thereby turned on its head, controversy should be expected, and invariably 
such methods are banished to heterodoxy. In this paper I will investigate a modern 
rendition of the validity of hermeneutical confluence in a treatise written by the Shīʿī 
intellectual polymath, Ḥasan Ḥasanzāda Āmulī (1928-current). I will then turn to his 
voluminous works to identify examples of his hermeneutical method highlighting 
its creative application to the exegesis of the Qurʾān. While Āmulī has not written a 
traditional sequential or thematic exegetical work, the paper highlights how Qurʾānic 
exegesis occurs in a variety of contexts within the modern Shīʿī intellectual tradition. 
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