
The Qurʾān, Method, and Meaning: Interpreting Men’s Authority 
Over Women

In this paper, I consider the relationship between method and meaning taking as 
an example Qur’anic tafsīr that a male God prefers men, has made them superior 
to women and given them unilateral authority over their wives. That such tafsīr has 
Islamized discrimination and violence against women is obvious enough. What is less 
so is that it masculinizes God, in violation of the Qur’an’s testimonials about God. I 
substantiate this critique by reviewing three readings of the text: its patriarchal, which 
portrays it as the male-privileging word of a putatively male God; my own, which 
recuperates its antipatriarchalism by reading it in light of God’s self-disclosure, and the 
secular-/feminist, which takes its patriarchal tafsīr as a reason for disputing the Qur’an’s 
sacrality. My overall intent is to identify some basic theological and methodological 
problems with gendering God and claiming that the Qur’an mandates the gender 
hierarchies that sustain men’s rule over women. 
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