
 

 

Islam and International Law 

Reading List 

 

1. James Crawford, The Creation of States in International Law, 2nd ed. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2007). 

o Relevant sections discuss the criteria for statehood, recognition of states, and 
the role of international law in the formation of states. 

2. Ian Brownlie, Principles of Public International Law, 8th ed. (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 8th edition, 2012). 

o A foundational text on public international law, covering sovereignty, 
jurisdiction, human rights, and state responsibility. 

3. Muhammad Hamidullah, The Muslim Conduct of State , first published 1973, new 
edition, 2012, Islamic book Trust, Malysia.  

o Analyses Islamic principles of diplomacy, international treaties, and state 
conduct in war and peace. 

4. Majid Khadduri, War and Peace in the Law of Islam, new print, The Lawbook 

Exchange, Ltd., 2006, New Jersey.   
o Examines classical Islamic legal doctrines on warfare, peace treaties, and 

relations between Muslim and non-Muslim states. 
5. Sohail H. Hashmi (ed.), Just Wars, Holy Wars, and Jihads: Christian, Jewish, and Muslim 

Encounters and Exchanges, Oxford university press, 2012.   
o Various sources compare the humanitarian principles in the Geneva 

Conventions (1949) with Islamic laws of war. 
6. Ann Elizabeth Mayer, Islam and Human Rights: Tradition and Politics, 5th ed. 

2013, Routledge, New York. 
o Explores the relationship between Islamic law, human rights principles, and 

political contexts in Muslim-majority countries. 
7. UN Human Rights Treaties and Islamic Responses 

§ The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) (1948) 
§ The Cairo Declaration on Human Rights in Islam (CDHRI) (1990) 

8. Mohammad Hashim Kamali, Crime and Punishment in Islamic Law: A Fresh 

Interpretation (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2019). 
o Provides a contemporary analysis of Islamic criminal law, focusing on Hudud, 

Qisas, and discretionary punishments. 
9. International Criminal Court (ICC) Statute and Islamic Perspectives 

§ The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (1998). 
§ Cherif Bassiouni, Islamic International Law and International 

Humanitarian Law in The Shari'a and Islamic Criminal Justice in Time 

of War and Peace, Cambridge University Press:  05 June 2014 
10. Anver M. Emon, Mark S. Ellis, and Benjamin Glahn (eds.), Islamic Law and 

International Human Rights Law: Searching for Common Ground (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2012). 

11. Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) Charter and Resolutions OIC Charter 
(last revised 2008). 
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