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Numerous studies have explored the concepts emphasized by the School of Ibn al-
‘Arabi, with a particular focus on Wahdat al-wujud as the central ontological theory of
the School. However, only a small number have delved into the analysis of the scriptural
hermeneutics within the School. This paper seeks to contribute to scholarly discussions
by elucidating Akbari hermeneutics in relation to the foundational concept of Wahdat
al-wujud.

Through an examination of key writings, including Ibn al-Arabi’s al-Futuhat, Sadr al-
Din al-QunawT’s [jaz al-bayan, and Shams al-Din al-FanarT's ‘Ayn al-a‘yan, this paper
traces the evolution of Ibn al-‘ArabT’s exegetical and ontological ideas within subsequent
Akbari writers. This evolution culminates in a comprehensive hermeneutical theory
that integrates Akbarian ontology, epistemology, and spirituality. The argument suggests
that upon close investigation, Akbari exegesis harmonizes seamlessly with the concept
of Wahdat al-wujid, not only justifying this concept through Quranic interpretation but
also establishing a synthesis of ontology, epistemology, and spirituality. The paper not
only sheds light on the ontological and exegetical ideas of the School of Ibn al-‘Arabi but
also addresses Akbari prophetology. Akbari scriptural hermeneutics and prophetology,
which emphasise the dynamic role of the Muslim community in the interpretative
process, are presented as potential solutions to contemporary challenges faced by
modern Muslims.
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