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This study delves into "Risala-yi Nur-i Wahdat" (Treatise of the Light of Oneness) by
Khwaja Khurd (b. 1010/1601), a seminal work in the Nagshbandi Sufi tradition that has
also been influential in the Sufi School of Najaf within the Shia Seminary. Renowned for
its eloquent yet accessible language, Khurd's treatise advocates the Akbarian doctrine
of Wahdat al-Wujud (Unity of Being) over Sirhind1's Wahdat al-Shuhud.

A central tenet of the Sufi School of Najaf is the understanding of self-knowledge as the
gateway to the Gnosis of God. Khurd’s treatise deeply explores this concept, suggesting
that the journey (Suluk) to recognizing the Real Being in the universe is through
understanding the self, which is inherently intertwined with the Divine. Through his
poetic language, Khurd captures the essence of this transformative realization, offering
insights into the relationship between lover and beloved, and their union in the divine
context.

Under the influence of figures like Sayyid ‘Ali Qadi Tabataba’1 (1866-1947) and ‘Allamah
Sayyid Muhammad Husayn Tabataba'l (1321/1904-1402/1981), the Sufi School of Najaf
has integrated Khurd's treatise into its spiritual pedagogy. This work serves as one of the
foundational texts for spiritual development, emphasizing meditation, memorisation,
and the internalization of its teachings. It guides disciples in practices such as
Muraqabah (meditation), Khalwah (seclusion), and Arba'in (the forty-day spiritual
retreat), facilitating their journey in embracing the concept of Unity and transcending
the self within the framework of Wahdat al-Wujud.

Finally, this paper examines the role of "Risala-yi Nur-i Wahdat" in the Sufi School of
Najaf, its impact on the spiritual formation of practitioners, and its broader implications
in expanding the Akbarian doctrine of Wahdat al-Wujud in the Shia Irfan.
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