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This paper will be divided into two sections. Initially, it will initially examine the
background to the emergence of early Shi‘i hadith works. It will do this by comparing
and contrasting the biographical works of Najashi and the FiArist of Ibn Nadim and Tas1
so as to examine the names of those mentioned to have compiled works on Shi‘i hadith.
The paper will try to see if any of the remnants of these works are available in later
works of hadith or books of law.

The second part of the paper will examine Basa’ir al-darajat of Abu Ja‘far Muhammad
b. al-Hasan b. al-Saffar al-Qummi. After examining details of the author and his other
works, the paper will focus on the genres of traditions contained the book, discuss some
of the personages appearing in the asanid of the book and then compare the traditions
of Basair with other works that appear at the same time. How different are the
traditions mentioned in Basa’ir compared to other books compiled at about the same
time? Is there any truth to charges of ghuluww levelled at al-Saffar’'s work? Do some of
the traditions in Basa’ir also appear in al-Kafi and other works of the time?

I believe the conclusions to the paper will give us a great insight not only into the author
of the book but also the reasons he compiled it and the effect it had on Shi‘i sacred
history.
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