Hossam Ouf
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This paper examines how the sifha of a tradition was developed, determined, and
defined by Sunni and Twelver Shi‘ scholars in the period from the second to the
fifth Hijri century. Further, the concept of sihha will be highlighted in the history of
hadith transmission, i.e. whether it was influenced by certain theological, hadith and
jurisprudential factors in the period before, during and after the collection of the six
Sunni hadith collections (al-kutub al-sitta) and the four Shi‘i hadith collections (al-kutub
al-arba‘a) between the two groups, and if these factors played a role in the emergence
and development of this concept. To understand the concept of sihha and its historical
development, this paper addresses the following questions: to whom a report should
be ascribed in order to be sahih? How is the accuracy of this ascription examined and
determined? What conditions were established to confirm or question the sifha of a
report? Which relationship was developed between the sikha and the ‘amal (normative
practice) and the garina (indicator)? What was the relationship between the sihha
and the authority of a tradition as a source in Islamic theology? Was there a change
in the definition of the sihha from the second to the fifth century in both Sunni and
Shi‘i theologies? When did the sifha concept emerge as a systematic term in the two
hadith sciences? The answers to these questions, which form the basis for the methods
of the scholars of both groups, relate to the question of the theological foundations
on which the concept of siha was formed in Sunni and Shi‘i scholarship. This paper
aims to explore the sihha concept meanings and whether this concept has changed and
shaped. Moreover, it aims to differentiate between the methods of mutagaddimin and
mutaakhkhirin from a Sunni perspective and between akhbariyyin and usiliyyin from
a Shi‘i perspective to identify parallels and differences. Finally, the paper is aiming to
conduct a dialogue between Sunni and Shi‘i scholarship and to discuss the similarities
and differences.
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