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In search of the First Shi‘i Hadith Book: Are there any
Narrations Left from Abua Raf“s Kitab al-sunan wa-l-ahkam

wa-l-qadaya?

According to reports, the writing of hadith among Shi‘is began in the first century,
and the disciples of Shi‘i Imams are among the first writers of hadith. As for the
bibliographic information provided by al-Najashi and al-Tas, the book that Aba Rafi‘
had started to write by the title of ‘Kitab al-sunan wa al-ahkam wa al-gadaya’ and was
apparently completed by his son ‘Ubaydallah, is the first Shi‘i hadith book, or at least
one of them. As the title suggests, the content of the book includes legal rules and
judgments issued by al-Imam ‘Ali. Aba Rafi* and his son have been introduced as the
official scribes of al-Imam ‘Alj, so it is natural that they wrote such reports. This book
is important because of its age and the direct reporting from ‘Ali. Today, the hadith
books of the first century have generally not survived, except for limited ones such as
those attributed to al-Imam al-Sajjad, the same is true of Abu Rafi“s book. At the same
time, some of them were in the possession of later narrators and hadith scholars. So,
the main question here is whether its content is also missing, like the original book,
or in some way, there are reports of it today. According to some evidence, the content
of the book was narrated by Muhammad b. Qays al-Bajali al-Kafi (d. 151) in the main
sources of Imami Shi‘i hadith such as al-Kafi. Apparently, he had Abt Rafi”s book in his
possession, presented it to al-lmam Muhammad al-Baqir to ensure its content and the
correctness of attributing his reports to ‘Ali. Presenting the hadith to the Shi‘i Imams
during their presence has been a common method among the companions and their
students to ensure the correctness of the attribution and correctness of the content
of the hadith. Except for a few cases, al-Baqir has confirmed the attribution of its
contents to ‘All and their correctness. Apparently, Muhammad b. Qays added other
cases to the original text and narrated all of them including the original narrations and
his additions. An important point is that this time he narrated the hadiths not from the
primary speaker — that is, ‘All - and its narrator - that is, Aba Rafi‘ — but directly from
al-Baqir. The confirmation of these hadiths by al-Baqir has been effective in narrating
them from him. Most likely, raising the isnad (‘uluww) may have been the reason for
this. In the main hadith books of the Imamis, such as al-Kafi, many narrations have
been quoted from Muhammad b. Qays from al-Bagir, which include reports of legal
rules and judgements by ‘Ali. Undoubtedly, a significant amount of them were the
narrations of Aba Rafi’s book.
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