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Al-Husayn b. Sa‘id al-Ahwazi (d. after 254/868) was a renowned jurist and transmitter
of Imami hadith in the early third/ninth century. With his brother al-Hasan, he was
accredited with a widespread knowledge of the transmissions of the Imams. The
two are reported to have compiled numerous detailed, trustworthy hadith works.
Al-Husayn’s career was more recognized in the sources, although his brother was a
prolific transmitter, too. Appearing in almost 5,600 chains of transmission, al-Husayn’s
impact on early Imami hadith is hardly overstated. Yet, beyond bio-bibliographical
information preserved in rijal-works on his life and whereabouts, little is known of the
significance of his work in the early formation of Imami hadith tradition.

This paper provides a systematic analysis of al-Husayn b. Sa1d’s career as a hadith
scholar and compiler. Advised by a historical-critical methodology, the research
contextualized the significance of al-Husayn’s efforts in collecting, compiling, and
transmitting hadith material. It argues that beyond specific features related to his
own time, the work of al-Husayn reflects the efforts of a Shi‘i generation of scholars
that was, as early as the third/ninth century, involved in what seems to be a deliberate
and well-planned project of systematic collection of earlier hadith transmission, the
classification of reports received through secure chains of transmission, the refinement
of Shi‘i teachings, and the production of accessible works of legal and theological
relevance. This is more critical given that al-Husayn and his contemporary fellows were
companions of later Imams. In practical and concrete terms, this envisaged project
of establishing the boundaries of Shi‘i tradition was arguably achieved under the
supervision, or for that matter, in conformity with the intentions of the Imams. From
a communal perspective, it is also suggested that this intellectual project in which al-
Husayn took an active part aimed at demarcating Shi‘i hadith as a distinctive tradition
separated, in terms of content and transmission, from other Muslim traditions.
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