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INTRODUCTION

The Al-Mahdi Institute Graduate Islamic Studies Conference is intended as
a platform for scholars at the beginning of their research careers to gain
experience and confidence presenting their research in an academic

environment.

A unique feature of the conference is that all those presenting are at the same
stage in their studies. In addition to this being an excellent opportunity to
network with like-minded peers, it is also hoped that this will help foster a
supportive and encouraging atmosphere. Faculty members from the Al-Mahdi
Institute will also be in attendance to offer presenters with critical and
constructive feedback on their papers in targeted feedback sessions specific to

each presenter’s specialism.

The diversity of papers chosen to present is testament to the growth and
vibrancy of Islamic studies as a field and it is hoped that this will be the first

step for those presenting in a long and successful career in Islamic studies.



KEYNOTE LECTURE

Arabic chronicles as archives of knowledge. Multi-confessional

perspectives in Mamluk historiography

Dr Fozia Bora

Dr Fozia Bora is Associate Professor of Islamic History at the University of Leeds and the
current Chair of the British Association for Islamic Studies. Her research and teaching are
focused broadly on the history and historiography of early and medieval Islam, specifically
Arabic historical texts of the Fatimid, Ayyubid and Mamluk eras in the 6th-9th Islamic
centuries (12th—15th centuries CE).

She completed her undergraduate and postgraduate degrees at the University of Oxford.
During her doctoral research, she specialised in Mamluk historiography and made a
diplomatic edition of the Mamluk scholar Ibn al-Furat's (d. 1405) underappreciated yet rich
account of late Fatimid rule from the unique autograph manuscript of his multi-volume
chronicle of the Islamic world, and produced an historiographical analysis of this corpus of
texts (some otherwise lost) dating from the 6th/12th century of Islamic history.

Her 2019 monograph revisited Ibn al-Furat's multi-genre inventory of texts in order to
demonstrate archivality as an epistemic key to Mamluk historical writing, one which holds deep
explanatory power alongside the well-trodden ground of encyclopaedism. She is currently
studying the artistic, epistemological and archival value of the Arabic mukhtasar or digest, both
across genres and in history-writing in particular, via a series of case studies on historical and

grammar texts provisionally entitled ‘the art of abridgement in Arabic literatures’.

She was the convenor of the 2018-19 Sadler Seminar series Creating/Curating the
Decolonial Classroom. In March 2021 she received a Women of Achievement Award from
the University of Leeds, in recognition of her work on engaging communities outside

academia with her research and for championing inclusive pedagogy.






How is political Islam as a form of
governmentality enacted in specific
contexts, considering the case study of
Turkey and Tunisia?

This presentation will adopt the conceptualization
of political Islam as advocated by Jocelyne Cesari,
which is as follows: ‘political Islam is better defined
as a political culture that is the outcome of the dual
processes of nationalization and reformation of
the Islamic tradition’. Cesari further delineates the
notion by explicating on the three main forms of
political Islam which have developed: hegemonic,
civil and transnational. From this viewpoint, the role
of the nation-state cannot be neglected or dismissed
because it has been central to the politicization
of Islam. Thus, it is more appropriate to consider
political Islam as a form of governmentality. Of the
three classifications mentioned, this presentation

will focus primarily on hegemonic and civil

political Islam.

This presentation will aim to elaborate, through the
case studies of Turkey and Tunisia, how religion
operates as a social institution of governance
and discipline in society. To achieve this, there
will be an initial theoretical discussion of the
notion of political Islam and governmentality.
Followed by an in-depth examination of how the
concept of national religious identity is circulated,
reinforced, and reified by both the macro-systems
of governance and everyday lived realities of

individuals in society.

Muhammad Humza
Apabhai

University of Birmingham

I am currently studying
towards a masters in Islamic
Studies at the University of
Birmingham, following the
completion of my bachelor's
degree in Politics and
International Relations at
Aston University. My research
interest is around political
Islam and understanding how
the relationship between
Islamic values and political

governance has developed.




Symbolic violence against Ahmadiyyas
in Malabar; a cultural perspective

The principle of egalitarianism is firmly
embedded in Islam. However stratification can be
seen among Muslim society due to ideological
differences. This paper explores how dominant
Muslim groups in the Malabar region of
Kerala, India inflict symbolic violence against
Ahmadiyya Muslims. In Bourdieu’s
philosophy, symbolic violence is exercised in
implicit forms where both agents and victims
remain unconscious of it. In effect, only an
observer, outside the sphere can observe and

analyze symbolic violence.

By focusing on Bourdieu’s theory, this paper
narrates the exercise of certain acts
against Ahmadiyyas by dominant Muslim
groups that legitimize their domination. Using
primary research methods in the form of
qualitative interviews of Ahmadiyya Muslims
(in the three districts of Malabar), this work
also portrays how Ahmadiyya Muslims interpret
such forms of acts and how they respond to
them. Simultaneously, drawing attention to the
theory of structural violence and how
anthropologists treated both symbolic and
structural ~ violence in their ethnographic
works, this paper argues that certain forms of
implicit acts against Ahmadiyyas are symbolic
violence that results in actual discriminatory

practices.

Hafeesha Thoppil Babu

University of Sussex

[ am a recent graduate of MA
Social Anthrpology from the
University of Sussex. My research
interests are Othering of Muslims,
Islam and women, Minority
Rights, and Religion and Identity.
I want to pursue PhD in the same
areas particularly on the political

situation of Muslims in India.




The cartography of al-ldrisi’s Nuzhat al-
mushtaq f ikhtiraq al-afaq: Arabic
Mapmaking in the Medieval
Mediterranean

Al-Idrist stands out as the most famous geographer
of the Middle Ages. It is surprising to think,
however, that the cartographical material of his
Nuzhat al-mushtaq fi ikhtiraq al-afaq, whose world
map prominently features on Islamic Studies book
covers today, has never been comprehensively
examined. Perhaps, that is because studying the
surviving manuscripts implies detaching ourselves
from the alluring figure of al-Idrisi and speculate

about the obscure role of copyists.

To this day, no scholar has attempted to define
the conventions that shaped the drawing of maps
over time or explained the relationship between
maps and texts within a same manuscript. In
this paper, I want to present the findings of my
master’s thesis, which focuses on the materiality
of the Nuzhah manuscripts, viewing them and
their maps primarily as art objects, whose style
and conventions can contribute crucial additional
information not found in the text. The comparative
and detailed examination of the Nuzhah'’s maps
yields original results, which can further our
understanding of the production of cartographical
books and the transmission of geographical
knowledge in the Mediterranean. Additionally,
these findings provide compelling material for us
to speculate about the relation between political

power and knowledge of the sea.

Victoria Bianchi

University of Oxford

My academic interests primarily
revolve around the history
of multicultural exchanges in
the medieval Mediterranean.
Recently, my focus has shifted
towards material culture and
codicology. Therefore, I have
been spending more time

with manuscripts than with

course mates. Outside academia,

I participate in European Youth

Parliament’s initiatives and watch
Netflix.




Reality, Rationality, and the Unseen in
the Fatwa Section of al-Manar

My project explores how issues of the unseen
discussed in the farwa section of Muhammad
Rashid Rid&publication, al-Manar, tied into larger

processes of rationalization, secularization, and
modernization occurring at the turn of the twentieth
century. It provides a discursive analysis of fatawa
on the unseen from 1903-1914, particularly noting
the vocabulary, references, and concepts used as
well as aspects of the questions that differed from

standard juristic requests.

I argue that by treating questions on the unseen
as matters of superstition, rejecting their potential
reality and distancing them from any relation to
Islam, Rid&ritiqued the rationality of widespread

societal practices and larger Islamic civilization.
In other cases, he rationalized certain practices
by interpreting them using popular scientific and
historical methods. Both of these processes worked
within Rid& position as a journalist/activist and

jurist through the specific medium of periodical
fatawato encourage rational development. Through
this process Rid@ontributed to the secularization

of Islam, not through the removal of religion, but
through transforming Islam from a life ethos to a

limited set of sanctioned practices and beliefs.

Alice Catanzaro

University of Oxford

[ am currently studying for an
MPhil in Modern Middle Eastern
Studies. My research combines the
anthropology of Islam with media
studies to analyze how the media

of ifta’ influences notions of

modern Islamic scholarly

authority.




“The Art of Argumentation” in the
Work of the Catholic Theologian
Ludovico Marracci(1612-1700) and its
Criticism from an Islamic Perspective:
An analysis based on the example of
the work “Prodromi ad Refutationem
Alcorani. Pars Quarta”

This paper examines the different levels of
argumentation structure in which Marracci moves
in his work. For this purpose, his 4th Refutatio will
be translated and analyzed. Although he clearly
polemicized against Islam and its teachings, his
work, the Refutationes, shows a detailed work
and a scientific examination of Islam that had not
existed from a Christian point of view until that

time.

For this reason, Marracci is also considered by
many scholars as a kind of turning point in the
European-Christian engagement with Islam. This
question is at the same time the topic of the author’s
master thesis. Already in his bachelor thesis, the
author dealt with Marracci’s Refutatio and worked
on a chapter from the 1st Refutatio with the title
“Eight Conclusions against the Muhammadans,
which they cannot negate in any way”. Following
up on this previous experience, the 4th Refutatio

will be analytically worked through.

Kadir Capan

University of Osnabriick

After graduating from high school,
I studied Latin, Italian and History
in the University Kiel for a teaching
degree. In 2017, I studied Latin
Philology and Islamic Religion
with a minor in Italian Philology at
the University of Osnabriick. I was
allowed to present the results of my
Master’s thesis at the conference
“Il Corano a Roma”, organized by
the European Qur’an project, and
to gain my first experience in the

field of science.




Historical Bibliography of an English
translated Qur’an

This paper will provide an artefact analysis,
most specifically an aesthetic analysis, of a
printed Qur’an from the UCL special
collections: The Koran translated from the
Arabic by J M. Rodwell. Essentially, the paper
shall focus upon some discussions related to
the title page, book plates, bindings, and
annotations, = which  will  elucidate  the
production and provenance history of this
monograph. The paper will explore how this Qur’an
came in the possession of Judith Lady Montefiore
College in Ramsgate, founded by a member of
an influential Anglo-Jewish family; and how
it came to UCL via the library of Frederic
Mocatta, another influential member of the
Anglo-Jewish community in London.
Furthermore, as this copy was published in a
popular British series known as “Everyman’s
Library”, the following questions will also be
explored: What were the reasons for including
the Qur’an in this popular series and who were
the intended audience? How many copies were
printed, where the Everyman Library books
were sold and to whom, and who was the editor of

the series?

Huzefa Ghadiali

University College London

I graduated with an award of Al-
Faqih al-Jayyid in MA in Islamic
and Arabic Studies from Aljamea
tus Saifiyah, Surat - India, in 219,

after submitting a dissertation
entitled: The literary Merit of
Repetitive Diction in Lamentation
Discourses.  Presently [ am
Studying at UCL for an MA in

Library and Information Studies

with a particular focus on historical

bibliography. I am currently also on
an Information Literacy internship
program to develop skills related
to libguides in academic libraries
at Wolfson College, Cambridge

University.




A Sadrian Interpretation of Frank
Jackson’s Knowledge Argument

This paper seeks to provide a Sadrian analysis of
Frank Jackson’s ‘Knowledge Argument’. It will
begin by giving a background to both Jackson’s
argument, as well as the relevant aspects of Mulla
Sadra’s epistemology and metaphysics. It will
then examine the conclusion of the Knowledge
Argument. The analysis will show that whilst
Sadra’s metaphysical position would broadly
agree with Jackson’s conclusion, it wouldn’t be
because phenomenal experiences have unusual
characteristics, as Jackson claims. It would instead
be because, the act of ‘knowing’ in and of itself
(which 1s central to the Knowledge Argument),
suggests that the mind is not physical, according
to Sadra’s understanding of what it is to
‘know’ something. The succeeding section will
focus on the main thrust of the Knowledge
Argument, that being the apparent immediacy
and unmediated nature of phenomenal
experiences and their associated properties.
We will see that phenomenal experiences, which
come across as enigmatic in the Knowledge
argument, are well accounted for by what is
known as Ilm al-Huduri or ‘Knowledge by
Presence’ which Sadra developed extensively.
That being, phenomenal experiences are seen as
exemplars of a special type of epistemology in
Sadra’s view, one that plays a pivotal role in his

wider metaphysics.

Adam lent

King’s College London

I have a background in both
Chemical Engineering and
Philosophy having studied both to
a Master’s level. My areas of
interest are Metaphysics,
Epistemology, Philosophy of
Science, Philosophy of Mind and
Islamic Philosophy. The subject of
my Philosophy dissertation was

the ‘New Facts Response’ to

Frank Jackson’s ‘Knowledge

Argument’.




What Reality is Being Evaluated
against when Upholding a Qur’anic
Epistemological Criterion?

Referred to as the Dominionship of the Qur’an
(hakimmiyyaal-qur ‘an) or the Authoritative
Qur’anic Referential Benchmark (marja iyyat
al-qur’an al-mi’yariyya), both the late religious
authority Sayyid Muhammadlusayn Fadlallahn
his Usiiliegal methodology and the late Sayyid
Muhammadagqir al-Sadim his thematic exegesis,
aimed to reinstate the HolQur'an’s absolute
principality (asalah),dominionship (hakimiyyah)
and referential authority (marja‘iyyah) as the
epistemic yardstick for the validity of truth claims
that may be born out of intellectual and moral
thought, jurisprudence or the narrations (Sunnah).
Therein, the HolQur an is designated a primary
epistemic role to act as the criterion to evaluate the
validity of truth claims before being considered
epistemically justified to commit to belief or
practice. With an appeal to the scholarly literature
on inter-textual thematic exegesis of the Holy
Qur’an, Shi'1 Ustllegal theory, epistemology,
hermeneutics, ontology and the philosophy of
language, this paper looks to explore answers to
the following question: what is the authoritative
epistemic reality indicated by the text of the Holy

Qur’an that truth claims can be evaluated against?

Ahmad Kaouri
University of Birmingham/

Al-Mahdi Institute

Ahmad Kaouri is a senior student
at Al-Mahdi Institute. He is
currently pursuing his MA in
Islamic Studies at the University
of Birmingham. He also holds a
BSc in Computing and IT and a
Master of Business
Administration. His research
interests span jurisprudence,
philosophy, Qur’anic exegesis,

mysticism, theology, ethics and

Islamic thought.




Mustafa Sabri on Kant’s Understanding
of Causality: Asharite Occasionalism in
Conversation with Kantian Theoretical
Philosophy

The study of Muslim intellectuals’ reaction to
modernity developed in the wake of the substantial
growth of “Islamic Studies” research after the turn
of the last millennium. Yet, the work of Shaykh al-
Islam Mustafa Sabri Efendi (1869-1954), the most
senior religious scholar in the Ottoman juridical
system and author of the four-volume magnum
opus “Mawqif al- ‘aql wal- ilm wa-I-‘alam min rab
al-‘alamin wa ‘ibadihi al-mursalin”’, an assessment
and critique of the most influential schools of
thought of his time as well as major figures in the
history of modern philosophy, remains largely

unstudied.

In Mawqif al-‘aql, Sabri recognises that Kant’s
transcendental philosophy 1s considered an
inevitable reference point in Western philosophy
and understands it as the strongest challenge to
classical metaphysics and its arguments for the
existence of God. Consequently, he deals with
Kant’s philosophy in detail, even if he is forced to
depend on secondary sources. Sabri’s philosophical-
historical classification of Kant and his discussion
of Kant’s criticisms regarding proofs of God and
the possibility of infinite regress, as well as Sabri’s
alternative epistemological model, would be better
examined in a separate study. In this study, I will
try to present Sabri’s epistemological evaluation of

Kant’s understanding of causality.

Emir Faruk Kayahan

University of Oxford

Emir Faruk Kayahan holds a BA
in Islamic Theology (2020/21)
and a BA in German Linguistics
and Literature (2021) from the
University of Osnabriick, Germany.
At present, he is completing an
MSt in Islamic Studies and History
at the University of Oxford. His
research interests include rational
theology (Ilm al-Kalam) and

German thought.




Eve/Hawwa’ in the Qur an, Tafsir, and
Qisas al-Anbiya’

I am currently writing my MPhil dissertation on
Eve/Hawwa’ in the Qur‘an, medieval Qur anic
commentaries, and the Qisas al-anbiya’ genre.
The dissertation will explore how Muslim
exegetes expanded upon the Qur’anic Creation
and Temptation narratives, often increasing Eve’s
culpability for the expulsion from Paradise, and
associating the supposed derivative nature of her
creation (often from Adam’s rib) more generally
with notions of inherent female inferiority. In
addition to identifying these narrative expansions,
I will attempt to trace the potential movement of
certain episodes in Islamic Eve’s story, and its

variations, across genre and time.

The Abdel Harith incident, in particular, which
appears in many commentaries, will provide an
interesting case study. The episode appears in
tafsir of al-Tabari, Ibn Kathir, and al-Tha‘labi,
among others, but arguably has a tenuous
connection to Qur‘an 7:189, with which it is
associated. ~Versions of this story vary
dramatically, and when and where a particular
detail occurs could potentially provide insights
into doctrinal concerns or biases among the
exegetes. Narrative parallels in the Jewish and
Christian post-Biblical traditions will also be

considered where relevant.

Zoe Myers

University of Oxford

[ am in my second year of an MPhil.
in Islamic Studies and History at
Oxford. Right now, I am primarily
interested in women in the Qur’an
and Qur’anic commentaries, and
in Islamic societies more broadly,
along with Islam’s interactions
with the other Abrahamic religious

traditions and Zoroastrianism.




Al-Kirmani’s Notions on the Imamate

“Master of the Age: An Islamic Treatise on
the Necessity of Imamate” of Hamid al-Din
al- Kirmani (996-1021) is one of the
prominent Ismaili treasures which analyses the
core doctrine of this tradition — Imamate. Al-
Kirmani which was one of the famous Ismaili
missionaries (da’i) in the time of al-Hakim
(985-1021) through his book aimed to disclaim
the extremist views (Druze) that proclaimed the
divinity of al-Hakim. Instead, the author argues
that the imams are divinely chosen but not

divine themselves.

According to many sources, at the time when this
book was written, the Fatimids were experiencing
apogee and downfall and had many opponents that
will be further discussed in this article. Hence, it
was very challenging for al-Kirmani as an Ismaili
da’i to advocate the Ismaili religion and the
legitimacy of al-Hakim both as a caliph and as an
imam. The author rationally argues that al-
Hakim is the only rightful imam of the Islamic
community by all the standards which he
divides them into seven categories. This article
analyses the views of al-Kirmani on the
establishment of the Imamate’s necessity and the

exoteric and esoteric roles of the Imams.

Mizhgona Okhonniyozova

Institute of Ismaili Studies

Mizhgona Okhonniyozova is a
second-year Secondary Teacher
Education Programme (STEP)
student at the Institute of Ismaili
Studies (London). This program
aims to produce professional
secondary-level teachers.
Mizhgona has done her bachelor’s
degree in Oriental Studies at

Tajikistan National University.




Between Law and Politics: Jurists,
Rulers, and Jurisdiction in Early
Mamluk History

This paper maps a specific cross-madhhab Sunni
legal discourse in which jurists sought to
distinguish between the powers of jurists and
rulers in Mamluk lands in the first century after
the sack of Baghdad (roughly 1250 to 1350 AD).
In particular, this paper looks at the works of
several jurists as nodes in this discourse, among
them Maliki Shihab al-Din al-Qaraft (1228-85);
Shafi't Badr al-Din Ibn Jama‘a (1241-1333)
and Taqi al-Din al-Subki (1284-1355); Hanbali
Taqt al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah; and Hanafi Najm al-
Din al-Tarsiist (d. 1357).

It then situates these texts and authors into larger
debates in Islamic legal and political thought. For
one, this paper highlights a significant legal and
political discourse after the sack of Baghdad, a
period usually seen as one of decline. In doing so,
it focuses a wider set of texts than those usually
written about under the aegis of Islamic political
thought—mnamely, legal texts, which it argues
should be read as political texts, too. Finally, this
paper contributes to work on the development of
Islamic legal schools and the emergence of a
regime of taqlid by highlighting how the
solidification of the madhhabs enabled different

ways of engaging with state and ruler

Anwar Omeish

University of Oxford

Anwar is a second-year MPhil
student in Islamic Studies and
History at the University of

Oxford, where she focuses on

post-Abbasid Islamic political

thought. She completed her BA in
Social Studies at Harvard
University in 2019 and will begin
her PhD in political theory at the
University of Chicago this fall.




Rejection, Retention, and
Rehabilitation: The Emergence of Early
Shi'T Doctrine

Much has been written regarding the origin and
development of Shi‘'1 Islam, most notably in the
past century, due to it having been considered
beyond its depictions in Sunni works. It has been
labelled a politico-religious opposition movement
to mainstream Sunni thought, a mystical esoteric
tendency in early Islam, a chiliastic protest
movement awaiting the return of a saviour and
even at times a rationalising theosophy. What
concerns us here, however, is the development of
its doctrinal tenets in the formative period of
Islam and their impact, if any, on the current
doctrinal landscape of Shi‘ism today. The current
paper then, will identify what the socio-political
landscape of the first two centuries of Shi‘1
Islam looked like and the evolving conceptions
of the term Shi'T at that time.

The various doctrinal positions during that period
and the circumstances in which they arose as well
as the groups that are thought to have held these
views will then be explored. The specific
doctrines that will be looked at are: tandasukh
(transmigration of souls), ghayba (occultation),
imama (divine guide), raj'a (the return), hulil
(descent of the Spirit of God into man), tafwid
(delegation of God’s powers to other than Him),
tashbih (anthropomorphism) and bada’ (alteration
in God’s will). To conclude, the subsequent
evolution of these doctrines briefly through to the
present day as well as a succinct survey of the
current theological positions within mainstream

Shi‘ism will be presented.

Munzela Raza
University of Birmingham/

Al-Mahdi Institute

Munzela is a graduate of the Al-

Mahdi Institute and is currently
undertaking an MA in Islamic
Studies at the University of
Birmingham, with a view to
specialising in Shi'1 usal-figh.

Her background is in medicine
and her other interests include
developing case-based pedagogies

in Islamic education.




The rule of breastfeeding in Shia Islam:
its inaccurate deduction and improper
placement in jurisprudential literature

This paper examines the two-year rule of the
cessation of breastfeeding within Shia mainstream
jurisprudence. This study will dissect the
recommendation stipulated within the Islamic
traditions by examining the sources that are used in
the deduction process. It will observe the weakness
in the textual evidence for such a rule and question
the placement of it in jurisprudential books, as
opposed to books of Islamic ethics and behaviours.
Placing it in jurisprudential books, given the
supremacy of law in contemporary society, means
that a woman that is not able to breastfeed for
twenty-one months, as recommended by Sistani,
or feels that the child is not ready to stop at the
two years, considered unbefitting by Sistani,

is judged and looked down upon. This creates
immense pressures on women who are already
dealing with external pressures, taking them away
from the religion. The second part of this study will
reveal observations from interviews conducted
with women that have breastfed their children and
observe intergenerational differences and the value
of jurisprudence in their lives. The study concludes
with a call to reassess rules of jurisprudence and
centre it around the Qur‘anic guidance which is

more fluid and mother-centric in its approach.

Sajeda Sajan

University of Birmingham/

Al-Mahdi Institute

I was born in Dubai, studied high
school in Toronto and then moved
to Birmingham to study Optometry.
I am a qualified optometrist and

currently completing my MA in
Islamic studies at the university of
Birmingham after studying Islamic
studies for a number of years at the
Al-Mahdi Institute. I am interested
instudies centered around the role of
jurisprudence and its reassessment

in contemporary times.




‘Allama Tabataba1’'s Defence of Divine
Simplicity

The theory of divine simplicity (DS) has a rich
history stemming from thinkers the like of
Aristotle, Plotinus, Porphyry and St. Thomas
Aquinas to more familiar names within the Islamic
tradition of al-Kindi, al-Farabi, Ibn Sina, Ibn ‘Arabi
and Mulla Sadra. In essence, this theory posits that
God is a simple being, i.e., He cannot possess any
parts, but at the same time possesses multiple
distinct attributes. Throughout history and even in
the modern day, philosophers of religion and
theologians have criticised this theory as being both

epistemologically and ontologically flawed.

Therefore, in this paper, I shall examine the views
of Tabataba‘1, a contemporary Shi‘a philosopher, to
see if his school can adequately respond to both the
classical and contemporary doubts regarding the
validity of DS. Tabataba 1 as an advocate of
Sadrian metaphysics, aims to provide a coherent
theory through his framework of the modulation of
existence (fashkik al-wujiid) and the proof of the
truthful (burhan al-siddigin) to answer the
question: If God is simple, how can He possess

multiple attributes?

The implication of this study is that it highlights
how Shi‘a philosophy, more specifically a Shi‘a
contemporary philosopher like Tabataba ‘1 is
understudied in Western academia and how we can
take his ideas and engage with western
philosophers of religion. Furthermore, this research
opens further avenues for this topic to be developed
and discussed not only in philosophy and theology

but also in Islamic mysticism.

Syed Wajee ul-Hasan Shah

University of Birmingham/

Al-Mahdi Institute

I graduated from York St John
University in Religion and
Education in 2016. Following on
from this, I moved to Qum to
study Persian. Thereafter, I
enrolled on to the four-year hawza
programme at Al-Mahdi Institute
where my main interests are
Quranic sciences, hadith studies,
Islamic philosophy, and
mysticism. I recently graduated
from the University of
Birmingham with a masters in
Islamic Studies. My dissertation
focused on Islamic philosophy
and centred around Tabataba 1’s

defence of divine simplicity.




From Strongholds to Khanaqgahs:
Coalescence Between Ismailism and
Sufism in the Post-Alamut Period

Upon the Mongol invasions and vanquish of
Alamut stronghold at the hands of Hulagu in
654/1256, the Shi’i Ismaili communities were
tracked down and massacred to an extent that for
centuries it was believed that the Mongols had
completely eradicated the Ismaili communities in
Persia. The Ismailis of this era followed taqiyya
(dissimulation) under a Sufi mantle to provide an
appropriate atmosphere for the survival of their
tradition. With their stress on the esoteric aspects of
faith, both Ismailism and Sufism enjoyed a mutual

intellectual legacy.

Among the rare Ismaili writers of the early post-
Alamut period, Nizari Quhistani (d.721/1321) is the
most outstanding author whose poetical works have
been underestimated. As Ivanow noticed, Nizari’s
works are noteworthy as “they come from the
period from which we have almost no information.
This article aims at bringing into light different
dimensions of the dynamic intellectual interaction
between Sufism and Ismailism that emerged during
this era. The poetical works of Nizari will also be
examined to provide an insight into the Ismaili
tenets of his time and the development of the close

connection between Sufism and Ismailism.

Kasra Shiva

Institute of Ismaili Studies

Kasra Shiva is in the Graduate
Programme in Islamic Studies
and Humanities at the Institute of
Ismaili Studies (London). Their
field of interest covers Ismaili

history and ideology. Kasra also

has a master’s degree in polymer

engineering from Iran’s Polymer

and Petrochemical Institute.
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